Islam and Europe

Introduction

Significance of the conflict between Islam and Europe in
the Middle Ages.

Neither wanted to assimilate; both wanted to conquer.

Still, Europe derived science and knowledge from Islam
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Rise of Islam: Mohammed

Mohammed (576632)

Arabian setting: political disunity; tribalism; law of
revenge. Mecca and the Kaaba.

Uneventful life until about 40. Then in 610 on a retreat
to Mt. Hira he had a vision of Gabriel. Other visions
followed, each a chapter of thi€oran.
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Questions

1. Is there a psychological or psyctsmmatic explanation
for dramatic mictife religious experiences? It has been
suggested about Paul's Damascus Road experience and
Mohammed's vision of Gabriel as well. Can it be
explained that way?

2. What is the spiritual effect of extended fasting and
praying? The physical effect?
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Rise of Islam: Mohammed

Mohammed pressed his views on religious pilgrims to
the Kaaba. He was prophet of Allah, one true God,
Imminence of Last Judgment; charity and piety.

Left Mecca in6220n the Flight or Hegira to Medina.

Defined faith; supported himself and followers by
caravan raiding. Conversion of opponents.
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Questions

1. Mohammed is everything in Islam that Jesus, the
apostles, the writers of the New Testament, and church
tradition are in Christianity. In Christianity Jesus left no
writings, prescribed no worship service, left no detailed
rules for living. But Mohammed did it all. He
transmitted the Koran, specified the order of worship,
interpreted ethics and rules for living. Your reaction to
this?

2. Mohammed began the conguest of lands and forced
conversion of infidels (Jews and Christians were left
unmolested so long as they paid tribute in lieu of
conversion). How has this affected Islam?



Islam and Europe

Rise of Islam: Mohammed

In 630 Mohammed returned to Mecca victoriousaaba
and Black Stone.

At Mohammedos death I n 632 |
Koran means Adiscour seso

years. First memorized; fragments written down.
In 651 commission put it in final form.


http://www.toursaudiarabia.com/kaaba.html
http://www.toursaudiarabia.com/kaaba.html
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Rise of Islam: Mohammed

114 chapters or Surahs. Arranged in order of length of

Surahs, longest first.
Central is conviction about unity and singleness of

Allah.
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Questions

1. Do you see anything in the description above of Allah
with which you disagree?

2. Did Mohammed get it right: Allah knows all and what
He knows will come to pass? Divine Providence, or
predestination?
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Koran

Allah is moving all to Last Judgment, moral and just
end.

Wicked punished; righteous rewarded. Vivid images of
both heaven and hell. Sins punished in seven levels of
hell-punishment befitting sin.(Reading)



http://g.msn.com/9SE/1?http://www.islamworld.net/heavenhell.htm&&DI=293&IG=f75e85622c10473f892a43033b93401d&POS=3&CM=WPU&CE=3&CS=AWP&SR=3
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Koran

Did Dante read the Koran?

The righteous go to heavera garden paradise.
(Reading).

Women in the Koran and Islam? (Reading)
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Questions

1. With Mohammed you get very vivid images of both
punishment and rewards. Where did he get those
iInsights? And the abllity to convey them so vividly?
Allah?

2. |Is there evidence for the charge that Mohammed
presents a makeentered, patriarchal vision of heaven?
What pleasures await women, if every male is going to
have at his disposal seventy virgins as his reward for a
faithful life?

3. Feminism and Islam are incompatible. Agree or
disagree?
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Koran

The Five Pillars of Islam (Reading)
Submission to Allah and Mohammed (Reading)
Submission idslam

Prayer (Reading) Prostrate prayer 5 times daily.
Charity
Fasting during Ramadan.

Pilgrimage to Mecca once
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Questions

1. Is it easier to be a Moslem, a Jew or a Christian? Your
reasons for your answer?

2. 1. Do you agree with the judgment above that Islam is
an inflexible faith? Is inflexibility bad?

3. After reading excerpts from the Koran above, do you
think the work deficient compared to the New or Old

Testaments? Why?
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The Black Stone
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The Kaaba
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Prayer in Al Agsa Mosgue
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Al Agsa Mosque
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Mohammed® Tomb in Medina
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Moslem Pilgrims Praying
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Koran

Mohammedos teaching are si mj
searching or emotional transformation.
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Expansion of Islam 6321453

Islam expanded rapidly. By 750 it had reached Europe
In the West and almost to China

Franks stopped western expansion in 732 at Tours.

Empire began to disintegrate after that. Periods of
expansion and rejuvenation afterwards.
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Islamic Civilization

Islam achieved a high level of civilization in its empire.
Baghdad the capital of the empire in 9th century.

Noted for sophisticated life, literature, science. Tolerated
Jews and Christians.

Moslem science and philosophy influenced Europe. Avicenna
(980-1037) Greek classical knowledge.
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Question

Historically, Islam and Christianity have not been very
tolerant of each other. Why? Should the "People of the
Book" be able to get along better than they do?
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Islam and Europe

Islam never achieved dynamic quality of Judaism or
Christianity.

Al'l ahdos absolute sovereignt
obedience, not questioning.

Islam nurtured no political theory except acceptance of
existing rule.

Fatalistic passivity-predestination.

Lack of revolutionary transforming effect.
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Question

Do you agree or disagree with the statements in the last
section of this lecture? Why?



